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Program Name Program Description 

Westside Performance 
Measures 

Citywide Performance 
Measures Comments 

Library     
Branch Libraries Of the ten community branch libraries in the 

Phoenix Public Library System, three serve the 
Westside community.   
 
Palo Verde Library 
4402 N. 51st Avenue 
Opened: April, 1966 
10,000 square feet 
93,485 books and other items 
14.8 FTE employees 
 
Desert Sage Library 
7602 W. Encanto Boulevard 
Opened: July, 1997 
13,400 square feet 
120,630 books and other items 
18.1 FTE employees 
 
Yucca Library 
5648 N. 15th Avenue 
Opened:  1969 
Remodeled:  2001 
10,000 square feet  
15.2 FTE employees 
 

Three community  branches 
are open seven days per week 
for a total of 66 hours per 
week. 
 
 
Per Capita: 
Items in collection:  0.9 
 
Library visits:  3.1 
 
Items lent:  6.2 
 
Video Collection size: .06 per 
capita 
 
Per 1,000 Residents:   
Library square feet:  100 
 
.1 branch for every 10,000 
residents 
 
Library staff:  0.1 
 
Average maximum distance to 
library services:   
 
Branch:  5 miles 
Burton Barr:  15 miles 
 
No. of Charter Schools: 22 
(18%) 
Charter School Enrollment: 
5529 (22%) 
 
Enrollment per 1000 residents: 
 16.5 
 
Computers w/internet access: 
1.1 per 10,000 population 
 
Transit availability:  Average of 
224 bus trips per branch per 
week on westside branch 
routes 

There are ten community 
branch libraries serving the 
City of Phoenix open seven 
days a week, 66 hours per 
week. 
 
Per Capita: 
Items in collection:  0.9 
 
Library visits:  2.5 
 
Items lent:  6.8 
 
Video Collection size: .06 per 
capita 
 
Per 1,000 Residents: 
Library square feet:  114 
 
.09 branch for every 10,000 
residents 
 
Library staff:  0.1 
 
Average maximum distance to 
library services: 
 
Branch: 9 miles 
Burton Barr: 34 miles 
 
No. of Charter Schools: 124 
Charter School Enrollment: 
25,292 
 
 
Enrollment per 1000 residents:  
19.1 
 
Computers w/internet access:  
1.3 per 10,000 population 
 
Transit availability:  Average of 
309 bus trips per branch per 
week 

A new, state-of-the-art 16,000 square foot 
community library is under construction to 
replace the Palo Verde Library.  This 2001 
Library Bond Program project is 
scheduled to be completed late 2004 and 
will feature a teen center, a computer 
training lab, a children's story room and 
an auditorium that will be shared with the 
adjacent Parks and Recreation 
Department Community Center.  
 
The Burton Barr Central Library (1221 N. 
Central Avenue) and the Cholla Regional 
Branch Library (10050 Metro Parkway 
East) also serve the Westside community.  
The Burton Barr Central Library supports 
the entire Phoenix metro area through its 
many specialized resources and services, 
diverse programming and its unique and 
accessible facility.  The 30,000 square 
foot Cholla Regional Branch Library 
serves the near northwest city and is 
readily accessible to Westside residents 
via public transportation and the I-17 
Freeway.  
 
 
Charter schools are not required to 
provide libraries.  The charter school 
students frequently use the public 
libraries. 
 
 
 
 
Additional public computers with internet 
access will be provided in the new Palo 
Verde branch. 

 


